Lake County Sheriff’s Office

Christopher Covelli, Sergeant
Public Information Officer

Criminal Investigations Division
Desk: 847.377.4180

Fax: 847.984.5738

Date: December 20, 2019

25 S. Martin Luther King Jr., Ave
Waukegan, lllinois 60087

www.lakecountyil.gov/sheriff

John D. Idleburg
Sheriff

MEDIA RELEASE

Documented Gang Member Arrested for Possessing Firearms, Drugs for
Distribution

On December 19, 2019, the Lake County Sheriff’s Special Investigations Group concluded a several-weeks long
investigation which resulted in the arrest of a man for drugs and weapons charges.

Following an investigation by the Sheriff’s Special Investigations Group, they conducted a search warrant at a
residence in the 1200 block of Lincoln Street, North Chicago, on December 19". The person under investigation,
Ruben A. Garcia, 30, a documented street gang member of the same address, was found to be in possession of nearly
30 grams of powder cocaine packaged for distribution, two semiautomatic pistols, numerous rounds of ammunition,
and drug paraphernalia.

Garcia was arrested and the Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office approved the following charges:

Armed habitual criminal (class X felony)

Unlawful possession of a controlled substance with intent to distribute (class X felony)
Unlawful possession of a controlled substance (class 1 felony)

Unlawful possession of drug paraphernalia (class A misdemeanor)

Sheriff John Idleburg said, “Removing illegally possessed firearms and drugs from our communities is the precise
mission of the Special Investigations Group. | am thankful they moved quickly to keep this documented street gang

member from being able to sell drugs or illegally possess firearms in our community.”

Garcia remains held in the Lake County Jail on $350,000.00 bail. He is next due in court on January 8, 2020, at
1:30PM in courtroom T110.

All defendants are presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.
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